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Quakers diſcovered tobe Inchanters, 
IN 


A ſhort but true Narrative ( part atteſted upon Oath) of ſebetol paſſages, 


hapnings in the Towns of Wickhamskeyth and Mandlcſham in the 


County of Suffolk June 1655. Colletted by a friend t6 the peace of 


the Church and Commenwealtb , and ſet out partly to make 4 more * 


clear diſcovery ( then as yet hath been made ) that thoſe who are eal- 
led Quakers are in truth Inchanters ; partly to andeceive the people by 


them groſfly ſeduſed:; and partly. to prevent further; miſreports ( ſome - 


being already-in print ) which may prejudice the truth. 


Tchard Hobberthorne called aQuaker,or more juſtly an Inchan- 


ter, Jatea Priſoner In Norwich Caſtle, came ro Wickbamskeyth 
the 1.0f Fune, where at a meeting upon a diſputation had with a 


Minifter (on purpoſe to undeceive the people whom he had there 


wickedly mifſcd, the fayd Hobberthorne in the preſence of many of. 
his followers and others )' did affirm that he had received 'Re- 
velations, and Viſions imediatly from God, in ſuch manner as 
Samuel and Paul had, and that'he. was ſent to call ſach into the 
Light who were in Darknefle; he did then deny the ReſarreQion 
of the Body , and the Trinicy or three Perſons tn the Godhead; 


ſmce that meeting he hath diſperſed many Books in maintenance 


of ſome of thoſe Opinions , and other horrid Errors, fer 6ut by | 
himſelfe and under his name, arid notwithſtanding the fayd 
Hobberthorn at the ſaid meeting, was admoniſhed to depart the ſaid 
rown, and not to returne againe, yet nevertheleſfe rhe eight day 
of Fuhe he came again to the houſe of Richard WhHe, accompa-' 


nied with Francis Howgjill and Edward Burrongbs called Quakers, 


newly ( as was reported) come from London, at which" meet: 
Ing here was a great number of people, from ſeveralt parts of 
Norfolk and Suffolk; amongft others- from Norfolk there was one 
Mary White, the Wife of Wiffiam Vhite of Starſon in the County: 
of Norfolk, who ſeon after became diſtrafted, or rather inchan= 
ted, and ſo dicd, as may appear by the ſeverall informations fol- 


lowing. 
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"The Tiformation of Bartholomew |Lenald of Starſon in the County of 
orfolk Brick: layer , taken upon-Oath the '5.. day of July 1655. 
befgre Edmund Harvey £/q; op 


His informant ſaich,that he came on Saturday before White- 
ſanday ( upon-the invitation of Richard White of Wickham- 
skeyth ) wich FY/illiam Vhite and Mary his Wife to the houſe of the 
ſxjd Richard ,,, where the {aid Mary continued about the ſpace of 
ten daycs.. In the former part of which time, Alice the Wife of 
the ſaid Richard did. read to her the ſaid Mary divers ſ{cducing 
Books ( as heconcelveth ) and full of Errors fer out by Richard 
Hobberthorne and others, who are commonly called Quakers,ſhe 
the ſaid Mary at firſt would not give ear or liften'to them, but 
on the Friday after Whicſunday there came the faid Hobberthorne 
wichewo other called Quakers to the houſe of: the ſaid Richard 
I hite aforeſaid, who did then and there ſpeak to a great number 
of people, and on Sunday next following the ſaid Quakers mer 
at the houſe of Robert Duncon of Mendleſham with a number of 
people, whither they the ſaid Yiliamand Mary his Wite did Bos 
where:they heard the Quakers ſpeak in ſuch a manner as the ſaid 
Mary wept. (as this informant was told) and was much trou- 
bled , And he further faith,that on Munday night following, ſhe 
the ſaid Mary 7hite fell ill, and diftrafted or pofſefled with an e- 
vill ſpiric- ( as he conceived.) : which :did appear to her, as ſhe 
the ſaid Mary confeſſed unto the faid Xlice, and the faid Alice;told 
this informant, that :the ſaid Mary told her the ſaid. Alice that 

. - when the ſpiric departed from her,, ſhe defired the ſpirit not to 
ſting her by the ey alchough icdid her fleſh, and it went out at the 
windowC(as ſhe faid.)And this informant alſo faith,that onT weſ- 
day morning ſhe the faid Mary continued ill the ſaid Alice came 

. ta herand read in aBook ſet out by thoſe whom they call'dQua- 
kers;. and this informant furcher faith,that on Thucſday,morns«, 
ing.the ſaid Mary told this informant,that if ſhe had got the foure 
ſpels , ſhe had hadic; bur whar ſhe meant thereby, he doth not 
know 5 and healſo ſaith, thar he verily believeth, that upon the 
hearing of the ſaid Quakers ſpeak ,.,and hearing\theic Books read, 
by the laid Alice ,; the. {aid Mary became al:ogecher diſtrafted or, 
inchanted, and ſo continued *abour the ſpace of ten dayergin, 
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which time the ſaid Mary ” violent fits and diftenifÞers ay. 
that foure or five men could hardly hold her in her bed, and in 
her {aid fic ſhe roared'and in a raging manner ca)led thoſe about 
her Devills,ſaying, ſtand away you Deville, And he further ſaid 
in her fics when the ſaid Alice was with her ( have I come unto 
you for this? ) telling the ſaid Alice and others that ſhe was in- 
chanted and bewitched by the ſeducers, And this informant fur- 
ther ſaich,char afcer the ſaid Mary came to her own honſe,ſhe con- 
tinucd diſtemperd and cried out many timcs,and ſaid, ſhe was in- 
chanted and feduced, and that they were ſcducers of Ifracl, theſe 
andſuch like wordes the uſed ſo long as ſhe was able to ſpeak, un- 
till her death. | | 


The Information of Suſan Green of Wickham-skey ths pinſter, taken 
upon Oath the 27. of Jane 1655. before Edmund Harvey Eſq; 


His Informant faith, That William White of Starſon in the 
County of Norfolk and Mary his Wife, came unto the Houſe 


of Richard Yhite, her Mafter, in Wickbam-sketh, in the County of 


Suffolk on the Saturday before Whiteſunday , who at their com- 
ming (as this Informanc believech) were very well, and ſoon af- 
ter their comming, the ſaid Richard Fhite and Alice his wife, did 


diſcoyrſe with them the ſaid J/illiam and Mary, concerning the 


Quakers, and read diverſe ſeducing and erronious Books to her 
the ſaid Mary, which were fer out by them, whom they call Qua- 
kers,the ſaid Mary at the firſt refuſed to hear them; but on the Fri- 
day afcer Whiteſunday there came to the ſaid Richard Phites houſe 
Richard Hobberthorn and two other men ( unknown to this In- 
formant ) who were called Quakers, who did then and there 
ſpeak to the ſaid Mary, and a great number of people there pre- 
{enr. And that the Sunday following they the ſaid Quakers mer 
at the houſe of Robert Duncon in Mendleſham with a great number 
of people, and that the ſaid William and Mory his 'wife went to 
the ſaid meeting, where they the ſaid F/iliamand Mary ( as they 
cold this Informant ) heard the ſaid Quakers ſpeak, -and-when 
the ſaid Mary came back to the ſaid -Richard Whites houſe, ſhe ſee- 
med (to this Informant) to be much troubled,and ſo continued 
all Munday following; On which day, ſhe ſpent much time in 
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ReadiagaBook ſet out by the Quakers, Which. ( ad this Infor- 
mant believceh) added mach to her trouble and diftrations. And: 
this Informant, further ſaicb, that Alice the wife of Richard White 
did declare to this Informant,that Mary the.wife of }ilian White 
confeffcd to her the ſaid Alice, that on 1 uefday morning the De 
v1ll went out of her,and that the Spiric of God had poſk.ſke her, 
which ſaid ſpirit of the Devill ſeerned to her the ſaid Mery (as ſhe 
confeſſ:d)to be like toa Knat or a Flie,which ftang her by the ey, 
apd afterwards did flie out at the Window. Ard ſhe alſo confeſs; 
ſed that ſhe did ſee Chriſt crucified , and that the was among the, 
Virgins. And this Informant ſaith, that on Wedneſday, ſhe the 
ſaid Mary ( ſeemed to this Informant) ro grow wore and worſe: 
In her diftra&ions by her ſtaring in ſuch affrightfull manner, char 
(as this Informant believech) ſhe was poffeii:d with a Devil), and. 
that ſhe the ſaid Mary on Thurſday morning ſeemed (co this In- 
formant)) to be worſe then formerly,being poſſcfſed with ſtranpe 
fics. and diſtempers; In one of the ſaid firs, ſhe this Informant'did' 
perceive ſomething to riſe up in. her body,with ſuch violence, as 
_ that the ſaid Mary ſomtimes roared, and at other timesHallowyd, 
and ſometime barked like a Dog, and oftentimes in the ſame day' 
did attempt to have drowned her felf, but*being prevented and: 
hindred, ſhe did get a Knifc(as this Informant. believeth;) to have 
killed her felf; and that in her fits ſhe was of fuch force,.thact 
three or four could ſcarce keep her: in her B:d; and thatafter her 
ſaid f:3 & diftrations were over,the ſaid Mary would lie very ftill 
and quiet by the = of four or. five houres or thereabouts.. - 
And by the ſpace of halfan houre or thereabouts ſhe would ſpeak 
in a raging and firange manner, Crying out ro the ſaid Alice, 
Stand away you Devill, you Devill, you ſeducer of Iſrael; And the ſaid 
Mary continued. in theſe diftrations and diftempers; about the: 
ſpace of ten dayes, and then dyed in thar diftrated condition. 


The Information of William White of Searſon in the County of Nor- 
folk Bricklayer, taken before Edmund Harvey Eſq; the 14. of June' 
1655. & Co | ; ' $2 

His Informant ſaith, that on Saturday ſeven night, kſtpaſt, 

'' & Richard White his Brother, living in Wickbamskeyto, ih the 

County of Suffolk, ſent for this Iaformant, and Mery his wife, 


a 


q : ASS 
W a 
de” - 


| OSHS ; 
ro come to-WYickbamikeyth, & thac on the ſame day this Informant 
and his wife came to his ſaid Brathers houſe, where they heard. 
many Books read, ſet out (as he was to}d) by thoſe whom they 
callQuakers,& he believeth in his abſcnge(for he returned home 
on the Manday and leſt his wife behind him Y his wife was there 
ſo ſeduced, a&on Tueſday the 12. of rhis inſtant June, ſhe fell in- + 
to-adiftradtion, and thereupon this Informant was ſent for to 
come to his ſaid; wife, and according as he had heard, he found 
her diſtrafted , and ſhe ſo continueth. And this Informant fur- 
ther ſaith, that this preſent day being the 14. of June , ſhe did ſe- 
verall times: atterppt to ſhave drowned her {cIf, and had gota 
Knife as this Informant believeth co have killed her felf. And 
this Informanc further ſaith, that chediftratton came to her (as 


his ſaid wIſ& 101d this Informant ) by foure Spels, but whar ſhe 
meant byoſe Spels, he cannot tell. -Bue this Informant ſaich; 
thar in 8, hc hath obſerved that ſomething within her bo-. . 
dy did r and down,and in herFits ſomtime ſhe roared like a 


Bull; ſo barked like a Dog,and ſomrime blared like a Calf, 
and:that d claſpe her Legs about her Neck, ſo round as the 
mighe hav&Ween put into a Buſhel. And this Informant faith, 


| leis credibly reported, that there are others in the Countics 


of Norfolk and Suffolk, in the like diſtraQions. 


| Itis obſerved, that ſuch as be the followers of the ſaid Qua- 
kers, are in their Opinions ard Judgments; either Jeſuitical!, 
forbearing and forbidding to read the Scripture, and hold it of 
no more eſteem than Popilh Tradicion, or Athiefticall; denyin 
the Trinity, the Humanity of Chriſt, his Aſcenfion, the Refur- 
retion of the Body, and the like. Ih 

Their Lives, Converſations, and Prattiſes are ſutable to their 

Opinions, for moſt of themareſ like Jcſuites ). induſtrious and 
ſolicicous to-ſcduce others, and draw them to their opinions, 
and do diſperſe and communicate their Erronious Books to 
ſuch as they find inclining corhem, or weak or wavering in their 


judgements. | 

They rail on and revile the Miniſters of Gods Word and all 
Magiſtrates , and will not yield or acknowledge avy honour 
or 
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ſfuch-(as in their ſence and asthey conceive) are Saints and called. 
-"Thicy' hold and praKice that theyare nottofrek God'For tits 


- bleſſing opon'the Creatures which they are ro reecive, 'nor rore2- 


turne thanks ro'Gad for the ſame being received; 
Some of them ho1d and maintain,Thatall Prayer is:to be laid: 


afide,and notuſed Cfor God knows our wants) and'to make * 


good:this errour , they abuſe thac ſcripture (The Prayers of the- 
wicked are Abomination totbe Lord ) with theſe and the like hor- 
rid optnions,they have poiſoned much peoplein the ſaid Town, 
and ſome other Towns adjaceny,” | Bo ; 


\ 


- That the ſaid Quakers do concurre in Opinion and Praftice- 
wich Thomas Mantzerus, fobannes Lzydenfis, David Georgins, Mi- 
ehael' Servetus and/Gaſper. Smenk fillfiw (the two! firſt proved trou+ 
bleſome to the Princes of Germ, the other to: ochier ” 
may! plainly appeare in ſeveral 


iftorics- of eli» Chatgch 


Y, 6 \ 
_ © And thar they are Inchanters- as- well as-Seducers., is ma- 


- nifeſicd as well by ſome late Bookes, fer out by Fobn ion 
ed 


ahbd :pthers , as 'bya Book ſer our in-the year 1591. calle 
" Arthingtons : Sedation. and Repentance 5: who together with E4- 
mund Coppinger , were fo Seduced and Thcbanted: by /3llam 


Harket, "that they proctaimed in” Cheap/ide Dondor; Cbrift: Feſus: 


(meaning the ſaid Willſon: Hacker ) was come to judge the worldz 
Hathet iwas-exxecumred for Fi Fa ON , whoſe laſtwords were as high 
blaſptiemy,ascver was ſpy __ Oy; Cog died'in Bridwet} 
Lonidos; Lnthington(beingFpziloncr 3 upon notice given to him. 
of the 'deatirof Hetkwanflothisdefperare end; fele himſelf ( as 

quite diſpofſed*of the hor ſpirit, 


he:cotifeflerk 4a: 14 PBHc k }Þ : 
(for ſo he calledir : ani oball-thoſe bis'groÞcrrones, which 


tie held a6d mainuainedÞick mad zeal. Af which, with many o- | 
- ther firange palfiges avg : | Bo l 
ache Horaran ir rgmng age chem, | 


aweſet forth at: largeIn che faid Book. © ' 


bur as 4ffinglemarteripf aft, which coperher w 
-Scations of their wickgdneſle, and Gods heavy 
undeceive the Seduccdh and preſerve the weak 


other ſgnt- 


” 
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- or /bbalience to be'durto them), or to pon power, fave to 


vengeance , may- || 
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